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the King's ring finger in order to take his signet, another
cut a strip of skin from the Queen's breast in order to
keep it in his pocket-book as a memento, and a third
did worse.1

" These people are still at work, stirring up trouble/*
continued Taalat " You don't know what is being done
in the name of patriotism and religion in the Balkans.
A Christian brigand recently confessed that before going
out to raid he and his comrades partook of a sacrament in
which their wine was the blood of the Turks. With such
men and such methods, isn't it natural that Thrace and
Macedonia should be seething with feuds ? If we bastinado
a few Bulgarian or Greek comiladjis you hear all about it
in Europe, but you know nothing of the atrocities that
Christians commit on each other, and on us.55

" If you gave more freedom to your European prov-
inces/' suggested the Englishman, " the problem would
be simplified,"

" On the contrary/* Taalat answered, " it would be
complicated. The populations are too mixed. Also we
can't afford to lose any more territory. If we yield an
inch of ground to the Christians, our own people will turn
on us. Already they suspect of us being infidels. There is
a strong reactionary party here. We are ready to give
equal rights to all who are Ottoman subjects, but we
can't and won't tolerate autonomy. Our policy is Otto-
manisation. We must make ourselves one nation. It can
be done. Look at Japan ! She has changed the face of the
Far East. We can do the same in the Levant/*

1 He drove his rapier up to the quillon into the pubic region of the
Queen's living body. These men are alleged to have instigated the crime of
Serajevo. Their leader, Colonel Dimitrijevitch, was Chief of the Intelli-
gence Section of the Servian War Office in 1914 : he was tried for high
treason in 1917, and executed, perhaps because he knew too much about
the evcnti which led to the Great War.